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Lesson 91 Listening to Peking Opera Painting face masks

zenmeyang nlmenjuedej1ngjuhaokanma
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Xiao Ming’s mom: What do you think, is Peking Opera good?
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MIKE: Auntie, I think Peking Opera's even better than | expected. I'm

still really excited.
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Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha, | can't believe you're so interested in Peking

Opera at such a young age.

haha yanchudlquehenjlngcal Woyehenx1huan
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MIKE's mom: Haha, the performance was very exciting, | liked it too.
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MIKE: Ohright, auntie, | have a question. When | watch opera in the

US, the audience only claps after the performance is over. But | just saw
audience members clapping along to the performance, doesn't that affect

the performers?



shi a Woha1t1ngj1anyouhenduoguanzhongza1J1aohoone
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MIKE's mom: Yes, | heard many people cheering too.

haha zhehex1fangdex1guanwonquanbuylyan yanyuonzol

AN W XY 5 ) B e e AN FE. B AE

ydnchi zhong hén xiwang tingdao guanzhong de guzhang sheng hé

Hol o R & E W 3 A R S

jidohdorsheéng guonzhongdefqny1ngyuerelle yanyuondeblooyan

i JL & oo W A M ON BRI, WO RO
yueyoujlnr

A 2L

Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha. This is totally different to western customs.
Here performers love to hear applause and cheering during the show.

The louder the audience reaction, the more spirited the performances.

hadha shizheyang a a yi wohalyouylgewentl
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MIKE: Oh is that right. | have another question, auntie.

ni jintiandewentikézhénbushdo a me1guonx1 jinguanwen

N KA e T BT R A b L 2, T

Xiao Ming’s mom: You're full of questions today. No problem, ask

away.

Woteblex1huanj1ngjuyanyuanl1anshongdetuan
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MIKE: 1 love the patterns on the Peking Opera performers' faces.
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Xiao Ming’s mom: Oh, you mean face masks?
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MIKE: That's right, auntie, why are all the face masks different? | noticed



that even for the male performers, they had different patterns on their

faces.
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Xiao Ming’s mom: MIKE, face masks are used to represent the
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characters' personalities. If the role's different, the face masks are

different too.
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MIKE: That's fascinating, | must buy a book online about Peking Opera

face masks and read it carefully.
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Xiao Ming’s mom: MIKE, rather than read a book, you're better off try

painting your own Peking Opera face mask.

hggllanpu géiwodma
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MIKE: Paint face masks? ! For me?
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Xiao Ming’s mom: Yes, painted for you. It's stil early, | know a place
where you can have photos taken in Peking Opera style, do you want to

go?
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MIKE: Yes, yes, |want to paint face masks!

taihdole WoyeX1ang ukdankan
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MIKE's mom: Great, | want to go too.

wodeldagedlanhuayuyueylXla zdnmenzouba
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Xiao Ming’s mom: | have to call and make a booking, let's go.
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Xiao Ming’s mom: Hello, we'd like to have some Peking Opera photos

taken.

hdode qlngshaodeng nlnyouyuyuema
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Receptionist: OK, hold on a minute. Do you have a reservation?
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Xiao Ming’s mom: Yes, my surname is Li, | called just before.

hdode zheblanqlng
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Receptionist: OK, this way, please.
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Receptionist: May | ask who's having the photos taken?
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MIKE: ¥k, k!
MIKE: Me, mel!
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Receptionist: What character would you like to play?



MIKE: I...
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Xiao Ming’s mom: Can you introduce to me your offerings?
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Receptionist: For boys, you can have photos taken in "Xiaosheng" or

"Wusheng" styles...

zénmezudyigeé shéng youyigeé shéng de wodoutingbldong
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MIKE: What's with the "sheng" left and right? | don't understand.
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Receptionist: Haha, how do you say, have you heard of Monkey King?

tlngshuoguo tlngshuoguo qltlandashengsunwukongma WO
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MIKE: Sure | have, the Great Heavenly Sage Monkey King! That's the

one | want.
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Receptionist: OK, let me get the make-up artist to paint your face.
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MIKE: Mom, auntie, look, this is so much fun.
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Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha, MIKE, the best part's still to come. In a while
you'll get into the Monkey King's costume, then you're really be in

character.

hdole nimenkan zenmeyang
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Make-up artist: OK, have a look, what do you think!

hdaha érzi mamadourénbluchuldinile

MIKE's mom: Haha, son, even your mom doesn't recognise you anymore.

taiyouyisile y1hu1rc1y1y1d1ngyaogenn1zhaozhanghe
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Xiao Ming’s mom: That's so much fun, in a while I must have a photo

taken with you.

ldi woémenhudnylfuba
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Make-up artist: Come on, let's change your outfit.

melhouwanglalye

MIKE: 2 fx + k!
MIKE: The monkey king is here!



